Seek God’s Will

Scripture Base
Luke 11:5-10 -

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at
midnight, and say to him, Friend, lend me three loaves;6 for a friend of mine is come to me
from a journey, and | have nothing to set before him; and he from within shall answer and
say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; | cannot rise
and give thee? 8 | say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him because he is his
friend, yet because of his importunity he will arise and give him as many as he needeth. 9
And | say unto you,Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; 10
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Matthew 7:7 —

7Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.

James 1:5-6 -

5 But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting: for he
that doubteth is like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed.4819

James 4:2-3 -

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain:ye fight and war; ye have not,
because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it
in your pleasures.

John 15:7 -

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done
unto you.

Mark 11:24 -

24 Therefore | say unto you, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.

Supporting Scripture



e Psalm 139:14-16 — Praise God for His plans.

e Ephesians 1:18-23 - God is in control with power working in you.
e Hebrews 4:16 — Have confidence in God’s grace.

e Jeremiah 10:23 — We are not in charge of our destiny.

e Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord.

e Romans 11:36 - Everything is about Him and His glory.

Concept(s)

What a friend we have in Jesus! Jesus cannot lie. Jesus repeats these words six times to
impress upon us to be persistent and never fear to ask for whatever we need. The concept
is simple: our God is good and generous to give.

Purpose:

We pray and ask God to give us our desires in error. God is not a vending machine to fill our
every whim, but He is there for our needs even more than for whatever we ask. Therefore,
when we ask to fulfill our genuine needs, we seek His Spirit to abide with us in His giving.

(Background)

Many Christians do not know how to pray or ask God for His will in their lives. For itis His
will to fulfill our every need. He loves us more than we love ourselves. He wants us to ask,
and He wants us to ask within His will and not ours. Seeking His Spirit in our lives brings us
closer to Him. His word is the lamp to our feet and light to our path. His word teaches us
that we all have needs along the way, and all we need to do is ask for His blessings through
His Spirit. | wish to be clear, this is not ‘prosperity religion written here. These are not “name
it and claim it” perspectives. You cannot out-give God; this is a true statement, but one
does not gain riches and achieve financial or overflowing equity because God is a big sugar
daddy. Reread the verses chosen for this Spur. Your fervent requests must align with God’s
will to give. He knows your needs, your wants, and your desires. His will is to fulfill those
who will glorify Him, not you.

Spur

Luke 11:5 10 is a short parable to teach us to ask for what we need in our time of need. Our
requests should be in faith that we sound expectant to receive, not doubting that God
heard us. Our persistent prayers are powerful, as shown. These verses tell us to keep
asking, keep knocking on the door, and expect an answer from a gracious and giving God.



Doubting that you will receive or that God will provide you with what is needed is a lack of
faith.

Do not confuse that with the fact that you might not get or receive what you asked for.
Admittedly, that is an oxymoron of extraordinary dimension. Ask in faith to receive, knowing
you will receive, but you might not anyway. That is a faith killer right there. It sounds like a
religious cop-out. God’s desire trumps our desire every time because He is God. Because
He has perfect knowledge about the situation, and His reasons that might oppose yours
are beyond our ability to know. Instead of disappointment and griping, our response should
be to turn and ask for understanding, mercy, grace, and His will. Yes, we need to ask for His
will and ask that our will aligns with His. Then we should thank Him profusely for His
providence and will in our lives, even when we are hurting.

God is in control. That statement has become quaint, but the truth is that He is not only is
in control, but God also has you foremost in His mind when things happen you did not plan
for. Ultimately, He will reveal His will in His time.

Pray

God and Father, thank You for Your will and countenance in my life. You alone, Lord, know
the plans You have for me and my life. | trust You, Lord, to love and care for me and that |
can ask You for all that | need and want. | ask, Lord, that You would share Your wisdom
through Your word that when | pray, You will hear my requests and accept them in
accordance with Your will. | pray You will be glorified in all You do. Amen.

Credits and Inspiration

We often hear the statement, God is “good all the time.” | believe that even when my
tribulation doesn’t feel like that, it is true. | work hard to thank Him for His will in my life
because if | got all | asked for, | would be a bigger mess. These verses are a collection from
my margins to remember that | can ask and should, but He is the one who gives all good
things.



